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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of enabling access to a data structure having a 
plurality of sections, said method comprising the steps of: 

associating addresses of users with respective sections of the data structure on a 
, < > . . wherein each of the respective sections is comprised of a plurality of 

independently accessible storage areas; 

granting access rights for each of the users to access the sections corresponding to the 
associated addresses of the respective users by: 1) permitting s a i d access to each of the users 

pespeffsive- to th e as s oc i ated addfesses of -th e-tisers- w it h th e -r e sp e ct ive section > u\ u f «i 1 

s tr u ct u r e and 2-) 

displaying the sections each of the users has. access to as a respective common. ..layer. of 

preventing any of said users from having access to any of said sections which have not 
been associated with the address of said any of said users, wherein the sections of the data 
structure exist and include data prior to said access rights being granted., arid ..wherein any of 
, • i i ctions to which any of {he „usejr§ has. been .prevented access are not displayed in ea.cn of 
the users', respective common la yer; and 

wherein one of said sections of one. of. said users is permitted to partial ly overlap another 
of said sec: ions of another of said users.,\vilhout completely, overlapping said another of said 
sections 

enabling each of the users to access the storage areas in the respective sections of the 
data structure associated with each users' respective address, after said access rights are 
granted. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of associating 
includes entering the addresses into respective linking sections of the data structure, each of 
the linking sections being associated with a portion of the sections of the data structure. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of associating 
includes associating the addresses to the respective sections of the data structure from another 
data structure. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

sending an e-mail to one of the users alerting the user of the user's ability to access the 
sections of the data structure associated with the user's address. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

creating, by one of the users, a password, to limit access to the sections of the data 
structure associated with the one user's address to the one user and other users having access 
rights to the sections of the data structure associated with the one user's address. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

reassigning, by one of the users, said access rights to at least a portion of the sections of 
the data structure associated with the one user's address to another user. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of enabling 
includes enabling at least one of editing the respective sections by users corresponding to the 
associated addresses, and viewing the respective sections by users corresponding to the 
associated addresses. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of associating 
includes associating the addresses of the users with respective data cells of a spreadsheet 
included in the data structure. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of associating 
includes selecting at least one section in the data structure and entering the respective address 
into a linking section of the data structure to link the at least one selected section with the user 
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associated with the entered address, and said step of enabling includes enabling access to the 
at least one selected section to the user associated with the entered address. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9 wherein said step of selecting 
included in said step of associating includes selecting the at least one section as a data cell in a 
spreadsheet, and said step of enabling includes enabling access to the data cell to the user 
associated with the entered address. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein said step of selecting includes at least 
one of highlighting the data cell and clicking on the data cell. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of accessing a data structure, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving authorization, by a user, to access at least a portion of a plurality of sections 
included in the data structure . m-ir p'tvrt , the authorization being provided by 
associating an address of the user with the portion of the sections in the data structure, wherein 
each of the sections is comprised of a plurality of independently accessible storage areas; 

granting access rights for the user to access the portion of the sections of the data 
structure responsive to the received authorization^-Hi^e-P ffl i tting s aid' acces s to the u s ef 

displaying the sections eacn of the users has access lo as a respective common layer of 
the common spreadsheet 

preventing users other than the user from having access to any of said sections which 
have not been associated with the address of said any of said users, wherein the sections of the 
data structure exist and include data prior to said access rights being granted, ami wherem any 
of saul.secfK \< ny of the i.iscrn ha n prevent 3 r « ") t J ) j m each 

of the users' respective common layer; and 

wherein one ^ another 
of said sections of another of said users Lwithput..compJ.eteiy. overlapping said another of said 
sections 
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enabling the user to access the portion of the sections of the data structure associated 
with the address of said user, after said access rights are granted. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of: 

receiving, by the user, an e-mail alerting the user of the user's ability to access the 
portion of the sections. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of: 

creating, by the user, a password, to limit access to the portion of the sections of the 
data structure to the user and said other users having said access rights to the portion of the 
sections of the data structure. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of: 

reassigning, by the user, said access rights to at least a portion of the portion of sections 
to another of said other users. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said step of receiving includes at least 
one of receiving authorization to edit the portion of the sections, and receiving authorization to 
view the portion of the sections. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said step of accessing includes 
accessing the portion of the sections as data cells in a spreadsheet. 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium including software 
that is adapted to control a computer to implement a processing method of enabling access to a 
data structure having a plurality of sections, said processing method comprising the steps of: 

associating addresses of users with respective sections of the data structure on a 
> o t h i ' i "i / ' , wherein each of the respective sections is comprised of a plurality of 
independently accessible storage areas; 

granting access rights for each of the users to access the sections corresponding to the 
associated addresses of the respective users * i' ■ j. " ■ 1 " <-> Uie osers 

f^efi*H¥e-^^ of t he ttsers-wi#H£KM^ 
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displaying the sections each of th e users has access to as a respective common layer of 

r ; < ill , ' h< - 

preventing any of said users from having access to any of said sections which have not 
been associated with the address of said any of said users, wherein the sections of the data 
structure exist and include data prior to said access rights being granted, and wherein any of 
sajg ...sections to which any or the ...users has been prevented access are not . sj fayed m each of 
the users' respective common layer; and 

[•I 'CH> O' 1 < r> , ' ,' , > <t M 1 ' * ' i I ' ' Mil ',.<•>'] 

of said sections of another of said users without completely, overlapping said another of said 
sections 

enabling each of the users to access the storage areas in the respective sections of the 
data structure associated with each users' respective address, after said access rights are 
granted. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of enabling access to a data structure, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

associating a first cell with a first section of the data structure on a common spreadsheet ' 
comprised of independently accessible storage areas; 

associating a second cell with a second section of the data structure; 

associating a first address of a first user with the first cell; 

associating a second address of a second user with the second cell; 

granting first access rights for the first user to access the first section of the data 
structure^ 5 / 1 , ■> ' ^m^-x^ess-ie-^rfW^-i^se^m^ ^ , • - 
asse< '■'>-■,— ', , t< 

pfewrtff^t**s-s«eefid-^^ 4«-the-f4fst-se€tf©ftt 

granting second access rights for the second user to access the second section of the 
data structure4?yeHr3~f5effmtfe^ 

( -d w l i» e eon d s e c t of- -the jt-a secure 
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displaying the sections each of l he first user and trie second user has access to at a 
respective common layer of ...thj;.. common., spreadsheet 

preventing the first user from accessing data in the second section, wherein the first and 
second sections of the data structure exist and include respective data prior to said first and 
second access rights being granted c<i ^ ~ ' fir ^ i Mm 

j 1 tir 1 , U j o, . it) ' - ii , ' i ■ 

wherein die first section partially ..overlaps the second section without completely 

overlapping the second section 

enabling the first user to view data contained in only the first section of the data 
structure associated with the first address, after said first access rights are granted; and 

enabling the second user to view data contained in only the second section of the data 
structure associated with the second address, after said second access rights are granted. 



Page 7 of 10 



